Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.058; wR factor = 0.234; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.3. Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.058 wR(F 2 ) = 0.234 S = 1.01 7298 reflections 343 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.35 e Å À3 Á min = À0.27 e Å À3
The title complex, [Al 2 (CH 3 ) 4 (C 15 H 11 O) 2 ], is dimeric bridged through the O atoms of the 9-anthracenemethanolate anions. Each Al atom is tetracoordinated by two bridging O atoms from two different 9-anthracenemethanolate ligands and by two C atoms from two methyl groups, forming a distorted tetrahedral environment. The average Al-O bond distance in the Al 2 O 2 core is 1.845 Å .
Related literature
For background to metal complex-catalysed ring-opening polymerization of lactones/lactides, see: Liu et al. (2001) ; Wu et al. (2006) . For related structures, see: Lin et al. (1999) ; Lou et al. (2002) . Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Experimental

Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq Al1 0.71289 (7) 0.62997 (5) 0.30278 (4) 0.0483 (2) 
